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WORDS FROM OUR CEO
Bhawani Singh Shekhawat
The past few months have been an exceptionally
busy time for us. We now have more than 40
kitchens in India serving over 1.76 million children
daily. Just a few weeks ago we served our 3 Billionth
meal and PM Narendra Modi personally joined us
on this occasion.
Attached in this newsletter, you will find some
exciting developments and news items. Please share
this widely and also let us now how we can serve
better and serve more. The real heroes for us are the
children we serve. In addition to our work in India,
we serve the homeless and school holiday clubs in
the UK and hope to make a significant contribution
here as well. We can only do this with your fantastic
support. Your generosity drives us and your
blessings power us. On behalf of all these children
and the millions more we hope to serve, myself and
the entire team thank you.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT

The final question Kajol and Ghosh
encountered was: Which woman
cricketer became the first one to take 200
wickets in ODIs?
A) Anisa Mohammed B) Jhulan Goswami
C) Isa Guha D) Sana Mir.
Which would you pick?
Answer found on the bottom right corner
of this page.

We have also made great progress
here in the UK; we have increased
our serving capacity in London,
providing food for 2,500 rough
sleepers daily and partnering with
new business and restaurant all in
support of our #BeatTheHunger
and #FoodForEducation
programmes.

Another new year’s resolution of
ours has been to ensure that we
convey to you just how grateful
we are to have your everencouraging support. Your
commitment to both the children
and TAPF is something that we
are beyond thankful for.
Together we will end child
malnutrition, make food
insecurity a thing of the past and
above all, give dreams a chance to
be realised.
On behalf of the millions we
serve – Thank you!
Our warmest wishes.
Neha, Gagandeep, Anjali and
Bindu.

I’m amazed by the incredible joy and innocence on each of their [children's]
faces despite the hardships they faced on a daily basis. A few hadn’t eaten a
decent meal over the weekend and waited anxiously for their Akshaya Patra
meal on Monday, ready for seconds and with a tiffin to take extra home for the
rest of their families. End this week with a smile, laugh and gratitude for all that
you have! #FoodForEducation - our donor Shreya at a TAPF school in Varanasi, UP.
Answer B) Jhulan Goswami

STARS SUPPORTING TAPF
Bollywood actress Kajol, alongside Neel
Ghose, founder of the Robin Hood Army,
tried their luck in the hot seat on the
award-winning game show, Kaun Banega
Crorepati (Who wants to be a
millionaire). Together they raised the
equivalent of £6,840 in support of TAPF.
Meanwhile Bollywood actress Shraddha
Kapoor with Neel Ghosh appeared on the
show Dus ka Dum and managed to
raise £6,500.

TAPF started this year off with a
bang! As of Feb 2019 we have
served over 3 billion midday
meals in total since the charity's
inception in 2000. With several
new kitchens due to open up and
begin operations in 2019, we are
working tirelessly towards our
mission of serving 5 million meals
daily by 2025.
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WORLD FOOD DAY
On a mission to end hunger

On Tuesday 16th October the
TAPF team headed out to Central
London to raise awareness about
food insecurity, holiday and
classroom hunger across the UK.
We spoke to University students,
teachers and passers by around
Russell Square and had over 73
people sign a pledge to support
#MissionZeroHunger and to
spread awareness about the issue
of hunger in the UK across their
networks.

BAKE A DREAM
TAPF fundraising Bake sale in support of
Mission Zero Hunger

Join us for a sweet treat and a chat,
or contribute a signature bake

ILLUMINATING THE
PATH TO EDUCATION

When: Thursday 4th April
Where: You can find our cake stalls in the foyer of Broadgate
West, 1 Snowden Street EC2A 2DQ & in Broadgate West,
9 Appold Street EC2A 2AP
Get in touch with us on 0207 422 6612 to organise a
TAPF fundraising bake sale at your office, school or community.

Diwali 2018
In the lead up to Diwali 2018, TAPF
ran a campaign whereby you could
donate on behalf of a loved one, and
they would receive a certificate and
mehendi decorated scented tealights
as a thank you from ourselves.
The success of this campaign was
extraordinary - we raised over
£10,000 in total thanks to your
support.
The Diwali donations have helped the
lives of countless families across India
and enabled children to enjoy being
just that - children. Here's hoping that
Diwali 2019 will bring these children
even more light and success!
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PROBLEM SOLVING
TAPF, Asha for Education & Microsoft Reactor
On Saturday 3rd November 2018, TAPF held a hackathon in
partnership with Microsoft Reactor and Asha for Education to develop
tech solutions around manufacturing and impact assessment
methodologies. The event was attended by professionals and students
alike - all socially conscious tech enthusiasts.
Our CEO, Bhawani Singh Shekhawat had this to say about the event;
"What an incredible experience this Hackathon was. Microsoft Reactor
in London was brimming with the energy of nearly 50 tech enthusiasts
beavering away to create fantastic tech solutions. Thank you on behalf
of the millions of children who will benefit from your efforts!"
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Brent Backing TAPF
The fruits of labour

The former Mayor of Brent, Cllr
Bhagwanji Chohan, presented the
CEO of TAPF UK, Bhawani Singh
Shekhawat, with a cheque to the
value of Fourteen Thousand, One
Hundred and Three Pounds and
Seventy-three Pence.

3 BILLION MEALS SERVED
A historic milestone
On Monday 11th February 2019, the Honourable Prime
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi served the 3 billionth
TAPF Mid-day meal to a school child in Vrindavan (Mathura),
Uttar Pradesh. The Governor of UP, Shri Ram Naik, the Cheif
Minister of UP Shri Yogi Adityanath, the Chairman of TAPF
Swami Madhu Pandit Dasa and several other dignitaries were
present and served alongside him on this monumentous
occasion.
Speaking on the occasion, the PM lauded the efforts of TAPF,
and said the movement that started from serving 1500
children today serves Mid Day Meal to 1.76 million children
from schools across the country. Shri Modiji summed up his
address by saying that the efforts of the foundation showcase
the importance of transition from ‘I’ to ‘We’, when we rise
above ourselves and think about society.

GANDHI PEACE PRIZE
TAPF the recipient of this prestigious award

This cheque was the culmination
of a year's worth of hard work
fundraising throughout the
borough in support of TAPF, as
the Cllrs chosen charity during
his term as Mayor of Brent for
the period of 2017-2018.
We are very grateful to all who
contributed and supported
Akshaya Patra, particularly Cllr
Chohan and Brent Council.

(Left to Right: Bhawani Singh Shekhawat,
CEO TAPFUK, and TAPF Ambassador
Cllr Bhagwanji Chohan, former Mayor of
Brent)

Gandhi Peace Prize

The esteemed Gandhi Peace Prize was presented on Tuesday
26th February to Shri Madhu Pandit Dasa, jointly by the
Hon'ble President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, and the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi at a
ceremony held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi (pictured).
Shri Modiji tweeted; "The Akshaya Patra Foundation's
determined efforts ensure nutritious meals for many. Its
outstanding work has also ensured more children to go to
school. I congratulate Akshaya Patra for the Gandhi Peace
Prize."

Shri Madhu Pandit Dasa with Shri Ram
Nath Kovind and Shri Narendra Modi

Extending our humble gratitude Shri Madhu Pandit Dasa,
Chairman of The Akshaya Patra Foundation said, "Thank you
Modiji for the Gandhi Peace Prize. Your constant patronage for
Akshaya Patra's mission from beginning days as Chief Minister
of Gujarat and as Prime Minister has been a big strength."
February 2019
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Are you up for it?
Fundraise for TAPF
Do you think you have what it takes to
set up a fundraising chapter for Akshaya
Patra? Are you keen to get involved and
be a force for change in our society?

Team Arjun

Mira

Gia and Deeva

YOUNG CHANGE MAKERS
Helping to share their joy

£1 = A MONTH OF MEALS

We have several fundraisers supporting TAPF UK so far this year.
Mira is fundraising for her 9th birthday and so is Aman. You can help
them celebrate by supporting their campaigns via:
www.justgiving.com/tapf. Meanwhile, Gia and Deeva, two bright
young authors have published short story books, dedicating 100% of
their sales as proceeds towards TAPF's Food for Education
Programme. To learn more and to support these talented writers in
their creative endeavours you can find their stories via our link:
www.tapf.org.uk/news/bright-young-writers-making-a-difference

TEAM ARJUN
Friends you can count on
Team Arjun is made up of a wonderful group of 27 friends. For the
last 3 years, these friends have joined together to annually fundraise
£3,000 and sponsor a school in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Often, members
of the team go out to visit their school with friends and family. This
month Mr R H Joshi, Mrs H R Joshi and Miss K R Joshi went to
Gujarat to visit the Team Arjun school (pictured) and also had the
opportunity to visit the inauguration of the new TAPF Bhuj Kitchen.
Perhaps you and your friends or your community can take
inspiration from Team Arjun and adopt a school of bright and hungry
children in a State of your choosing.

ANTONY AMOURDOUX
TAPF UK Ambassador
Antony, who appeared on
season 9 of the Channel 4
series The Great British
Bake Off, will be
donating 2 signed copies
of the GBBO book to
TAPF. You can get your
hands on a signed copy by
entering our raffle at our
bake sale on March 18th at
the Uni of Westminster
Marylebone campus
reception.
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Akshaya Patra UK are looking for
dedicated volunteers to hold
fundraising events across the country
throughout the year. We want to make
sure that everyone knows about child
malnutrition, classroom hunger and just
how they can help to make a difference.
If this sounds like something you would
be up for, please get in touch with us at
0207 422 6612.

The Power of £1 is enough to transform
a life. Did you know that it only costs £1
to feed a child in India healthy school
meals for an entire month. TAPF has
been able to maintain this value through
frugal innovation and fantastic support
from the Indian Government.
We work to keep costs as low as possible
whilst consistently maintaining and
improving upon the quality and
nutritional value of the food we serve.
Why not consider setting up a monthly
£1 direct debit donation, perhaps on
behalf of a loved one, to make a
difference to a child in need.

Donate at no
extra cost to you
Support us whilst you shop online
Easyfundraising is a great website
where you can help TAPF raise funds
simply by doing your everyday online
shopping with over 3,300 big name
retailers like Amazon, John Lewis,
Asda, Sainsburys, ASOS, Booking.com,
eBay and M&S.
Every time you shop, we receive a
small donation to say ‘thank you’ and
it’s completely free too! We want to
raise as much as possible so please sign
up at
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/the
akshayapatrafoundationuk/
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VITAL VOLUNTEERS
and their invaluable support

Noriko

Jules

Amarpreet

Jashwant

The Akshaya Patra UK office has
several hard-working and dedicated
volunteers that help to support us
in various ways from administrative
work to fundraising and social
media.
A hearty thanks to all of you upon
whom we rely; we would not be
able to achieve all that we do in the
year without your talented support.
THANK YOU!

Shivani

Lubna

Rahmah

Sophie

VOLUNTEER OF THE MOMENT
For her dedication and outstanding efforts.
Charulata has been volunteering with
the TAPF UK office since May 2018.
She supports us in the finance
department but goes far above and
beyond! Charulata has a real passion
for healthy food and actively
promotes TAPF wherever she can; she
represents us at events and encourages
everyone to get involved. She's a real
part of our office family.

Bindu, Anjali, Gagandeep and Neha.

VOLUNTEER WITH US
Become a part of our team
If you would like to get involved with
our work here at the TAPF UK office
we would love to hear from you!
We have many opportunities to get
involved in with the work that we do.
From advocating for our cause at
public events, volunteering with us at
fundraisers, helping with admin,
campaigning and marketing or
assisting us in the finance
department.
Whatever your preference we would
be happy to welcome you into the
TAPF UK volunteer network. To get
involved you can call us on 0207 422
6612 or you can send us your CV at
www.tapf.org.uk/volunteer-for-anoffice-role

When asked what she likes about
volunteering with us, she had this to
say: "I really enjoy volunteering for TAPF UK because the charity’s cause
resonates with my own values i.e. providing nourishment to those in need
and empowerment through education. The staff are fantastic and there is
a great atmosphere within the team to successfully deliver on each and
every project. Long may it continue!"

WORKING WITH TAPF
Here's what some of our volunteers have to say:
"I enjoy working as a
Volunteer as I get to go
out and fundraise for
campaigns like the
‘Food for Education’
programme. The team
are supportive too and I
get to work closely with
them to think up new
exciting ideas to engage
with the UK." - Shivani.

"When I see the shiny
smiling faces of children
being fed, I am very
grateful to share this
experience with them. I
am quite eager to raise
student's awareness about
TAPF for the bright future
of every child." - Noriko.

"Volunteering at
Akshaya Patra made a
real difference to me as
I felt like I was a part of
something really life
changing. Also I was so
impressed with how the
team create their own
campaigns and events
from scratch it was
inspiring!" - Jules
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INDIA UPDATE
TAPF has kicked off the new year with a bang. We inaugurated the
opening of two new kitchens in January - Bhuj, Gujarat and Bikaner,
Rajasthan. These are our 6th and 8th kitchens in the states of Gujarat
and Rajasthan, respectively.
Later this year our new kitchen in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, will begin
serving 25,000 students meals consisting of Roti, Idli and Sukhdi
amongst other hearty and tasty dishes.
We have also signed MOU's with the union territories of Puducherry
(Pondicherry) and Daman and Diu alongside Gaziabad, UP, to begin
the development of state of the art TAPF kitchens and to serve
thousands of local school children.

BHUMI PUJA AT GANDHINAGAR

NATIONAL LIVING LEGEND AWARD

AKSHAYA PATRA MARKED ITS

On 21 November 2018, Akshaya Patra
18TH ANNIVERSARY
FOR SRI MADHU PANDIT DASA
conducted Bhumi Puja of its
11 November 2018 marked the
On 16 November 2018, the First
upcoming kitchen in Gandhinagar,
18th
anniversary of TAPF. Since
National Living Legend Award 2018
Gujarat. This kitchen will have the
was conferred upon Shri Madhu
its inception in 2000, the
capacity to provide meals to
Pandit Dasa, Chairman, TAPF. Shri
Foundation has been working
approximately 25,000 children per
Pratap Jena, Minister of Health, Law, relentlessly to transform lives of
day. It will be the seventh centralised
and Information and Broadcasting, children by surpassing challenges
kitchen of the
Odisha Legislative Assembly
and incorporating learnings into
Foundation in the state.
presented the award.
actions.

Delegates vISIT FSQC LAB AND
KITCHEN, GANDHINAGAR

SHRI ANANT KUMAR HEGDE
VISITs HUBBALLI KITCHEN

On 26 October 2018, a team of
delegates from James Percy
Foundation UK and Path
Foundation visited Akshaya
Patra’s FSQC Lab and kitchen to
see the fortification process and
nutritional developments.

Shri Anant Kumar Hegde, Union
Minister of State for Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship visited On 27
October 2018. The visit was
followed by a discussion on various
social development programmes.

ESTEEMED HEADS OF
GOVERNMENT VISIT LUCKNOW

Dignitaries were given a guided
tour of the kitchen and discussed
about the functioning of the
installed well-equipped hi-tech
machines. All the dignitaries
appreciated the operational
process, hygiene and cleanliness,
and the nutrition rich meals.

Jinal, a teacher in the making
Jinal is a lively and bright girl in Year 3 from Pratapura, Gujarat, and
most importantly, an aspiring teacher who wants to facilitate learning.
Unfortunately, Jinal and her two younger siblings, aged 6 and 4, lost
both parents very early on and now reside with their extended family
on a limited income. It seemed amazing to us that even in such a
difficult situation she has not forgotten to smile. Fortunately, she is
enrolled into a school where TAPF serves food. She says, "I like dal and
rice. It is tasty!." Talking about her dreams, she says, "I draw inspiration
from my teachers and aspire to be one in the future."

Pallavi, a farmer's daughter with a big dream
Born into a family of farmers from Bellary, Karnataka, Pallavi
harbours one dream – to become an IAS Officer. Pallavi, Year 7, has
the best marks in her class but her parents feel like her dreams might
be too big for a farmers daughter. In spite of this, this little girl is
committed to achieving her goals and refuses to give up trying. For
Pallavi, school is a home away from home. She says, "My favourite
place to visit is school. I feel a sense of belongingness here. I like
playing kabaddi, drawing and studying.” Just the mention of TAPF's
food brings a smile to her face. She says "I'm having Akshaya Patra
food for the past seven years. I like it because it's tasty. And, of all the
dishes served, I like Pulao the most."

Rahul, a sense of independence and belonging
In Nagpur, Maharashtra, at the Deaf and Dumb Industrial Institute,
Rahul feels like he can be himself. Rahul was previously studying in a
general school and really struggled due to their lack of resources; he
only started attending the institute as of recently. At age 18 and in Year
8, he told us “I want a desk job – a clerical career would be great. I
don’t want to become a farmer like my parents. It involves a great deal
of physical labour and my limbs ache a lot.” TAPF’s meals are served
every day at his school and Rahul is quite fond of them. “I like all the
dishes served by the Foundation – subzi, dal and my favourite, shira".
Life can be quite difficult for children like Rahul but with Food for
Education, we are equalising educational access and enabling children
across India.

Pawan wants to paint his own future
Pawan, a Year 6 boy from Hinkal, in Mysuru, is rather different in his
aspirations. He's interested in a creative profession and wishes to
become an artist. His father is a taxi driver and mother, a housewife.
He has a 14-year-old sister studying in Year 8. She stays with their
uncle in a different city to reduce the financial strain on Pawan’s
parents. In school, Pawan’s favourite subjects are Mathematics and
Kannada. He adds that he is very fond of TAPF meals saying, “It is
tasty and my family are very happy that I get nutritious and hygienic
food every day at school. I love having Sambar and Rice and Pulao.”
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TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
Ways to support
Celebrate your special day by supporting us.
It costs just £12 to feed a school child in India for
the year and £30 to feed a food insecure child in
the UK over the summer holidays.

Ways to donate
Call us on 020 7422 6612 to donate over the
phone
Send a cheque payable to;
The Akshaya Patra Foundation UK
Broadgate West, 1 Snowden Street
London EC2A 2DQ

Even the smallest effort will make a world of a
difference to our beneficiaries so make your special
day even more memorable by supporting our cause
and sharing in your joy.

Alternatively you could set up a direct debit
using the following bank details:

Get in touch if you would like to do something
different and hugely satisfying for your wedding,
birthday, anniversary, cultural or religious
celebration.

The Akshaya Patra Foundation UK
HSBC Bank PLC,
Account No: 31741349
Sort Code: 40-38-18

Get in touch; for more information please contact us at office@tapf.org.uk or call us on 0207 422 6612

